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THE CIRCULAR, 
Is published on Tuesday, Thursday, and Satur- 
day, of every week, at 43 Willow Place, (near the 
South Ferry, Atlantic-st.,) Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Terms—Free, to those who choose to receive free- 
ly: Three Dollars per annum to those who prefer 
to pay. 
Specimen numbers may be ordered by those who 
wish to become acquainted with the paper ; and if 
any choose to tuke it temporarily, it will be sent 
to them for any period which they may designate, 
and will be stopped at the expiration of such pe- 
riod, unless ordered further. 
Address ‘THE CIRCULAR, Brooklyn, N.Y.” 
Any subscriber can discontinue his paper at any 
time, either by notifying his Postmaster, or by 
sending back a paper having his name and resi- 


dence on it, with the simple order—*‘ Discontinue.” 
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Editorial Notice. 

As the sentiments, objects, and terms of the Circular, are un- 
usual, we appropriate our first columns to such information 
about it, as may be needed by those who think of subscribing 
for it. We employ no ageuts to solicit subscriptions, and our 
friends are cautioned against urging any to tuke the paper. Our 
rule is, not to send it to any one on the application of a third per- 
son, except in special cases where we know the applicant, and are 
sure he is fully authorized. Our wish and request is, that every 
person proposing to subscribe for the Circular, should read the 
entire contents of these first advertising columns and judge for 
himself, without relying on any other representations, wheth- 
er the paper is what he wants. 








FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 
OF THE CIRCULAR, 
RELIGION AND SOCIALISM ; 


The Religion of the Bible, 
and 
The Socialism of the Primitive Church. 





LEADING TOPICS. 


SALVATION FROM SIN, THE GIFT 
of the Gospel. 
‘Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save 

his people from their sins.” (Matt. 1; 21.) 


THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, 
A. D. 70, or ‘immediately after’ the Destruction 
of Jerusalem, at the close of the Bible record 
and the apostolic age. 
‘* Verily I say unto you, There be some standing 

here which shall not taste of death, till they see the 

Son of man coming in his kingdom.” (Matt. 16: 28.) 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD, FOUND- 
ed in the heavenly Jerusalem by Christ and his 
followers 1800 years ago, and now being extend- 
ed to this world and Hades, uniting three worlds 
on the plane of the Second Resurrection. 
‘Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on Earru 

AS If IS IN HEAVEN.” (Matt. 6: 10.) 


COMMUNISM, AN INSTITUTION 
of the Holy Spirit—the Social Order of Heaven. 


** All mine are thine, and thine are mine.” —Jesus 
Christ. 


DELIVERANCE FROM DISEASE 
and Death, foretold by the Prophets, fulfilled 
by Christ. 

‘* He will swallow up Deara in Victory.” Isaiah. 














GENERAL PLATFORM 
OF PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES, 
Sovereignty of Jesus Christ, dating from his 
Second Coming, A. D. 70. 
Co-sovereignty of the Primitive Church, raised 
from the dead at the Second Coming. 
Unity of all Believers, in this world and in Ha- 


PART I.—DOCTRINAL FOUNDATIONS. 


Criticism oF CHRISTENDOM. 


APPENDIX TO PART III.—CoLtoquy on Mar- 


The Berean; 


Postage of The Circular. 


the present Law, is as follows:—To subscribers in 
this State, (N. Y.,) the postage, if paid in advance, 
is nine and three quarter cents per quarter, or thir- 
ty-nine cents a year. To subscribers in any other 
of the United States, the postage is nineteen and a 
half cents per quarter, or seyenty-eight cents a year, 
prepaid. If the postage is not paid quarterly or 
yearly in advance, the law requires double the 
above rates. 

It may be remarked for the benefit of those 
who may be tempted to object to a Tri-weckly 
on account of the burden of postage, that until within 
a few years, the postage of acommon sized Weekly 
paper was thirteen cents per quarter, or fifty-two 
cents a year, within the State; and out of the State, 
it was nineteen and a half cents quarterly, or seven- 
ty eight cents per year. It will thus be seen that the 
postage of Tur Tri-weekiy CircuLar is no more to 
subscribers out of this State than that of a Weekly 
was afew years ago; and to those within the State 
it is considerably less. 


PUBLICATIONS 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM ; A Compilation from 
the Annual Reports and other publications 
of the Oneida Association and its Branches ; 
presenting, in connection with their History, 
a summary view of their Religious and Social 
Theories. 128 pages, octavo. Price 50 cts. 
Printed and published at the office of The 
Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Contents of Bible Communism. 

PART L—MATTERS OF FACT. 
Location of the Oneida Association. Number of 
members. Mansion House. Historical sketch. Re- 
ligious views. Form of government. Religious 
exercises. System of Criticism. Schools. Theory 
of the Rights of Property. Treatment of matrimo- 
nial and parental relations. System of Free La- 
bor. Agriculture. Manufactures. Cost of liv- 
ing. Conditions of membership and withdrawal. 
Branch Associations, at Brooklyn, N. Y., Newark, 
N. J., Wallingford, Conn., Putney and Cambridge, 
Vt. Health of the Association. General condi- 
tion of morality and prosperity. 


PART I.—SOCIAL THEORY. 

PRELIMINARIES. 

BIBLE ARGUMENT.—Cuaprer I. Showing what 
is properly to be anticipated concerning the 
coming of the Kingdom of Heaven and its insti- 
tutions on earth. 

Cuapter II. Showing that Marriage is not an 
institution of the Kingdom of Heaven, and must 
give place to Communism. 

Cuarrer Il}. Showing that Death is to be abol- 
ished in the Kingdom of Heaven, and that, to 
this end, there must be a restoration of true 
relations between the Sexes. 

Cuarrer LV. Showing how the Sexual Function 
is to be redeemed, and true relations between 
the sexes restored. 

Cuarrer V. Showing that Shame, instead of be- 
ing one of the prime virtues, is a part of origi- 
nal Sin, and belongs to the Apostasy. 

Cuarter VI. Showing the bearings of the pre- 
ceding views on Socialism, Political Economy, 
Manners and Customs, &e. 

Cuarrer VII. A concluding Caveat, that ought 
to be well noted by every Reader of the fore- 
going Argument. 





ConstiTuTIONAL Curis- 
Tue Biste on Marriage. Paur’s Views 
Law or ADULTERY. 


TIANITY. 
or MARRIAGE. 


RIAGE AND SLavery. 


A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive 
Church: anoctavo volume of 500 pages.—- 
By J H. Noyes. Price, $1,50. 


The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 


The postage of this paper, as a Tri-weekly, under 


Postage of Books. 

The postage of books, bound or unbound, not 
weighing over four pounds, is one cent per ounce, 
when prepaid ; 
per ounce. A copy of the Berean weighs on an aver- 
age about 28 ounces; the postage, therefore, would 
be 28 cents prepaid, or 42 not prepaid. Persons 
wishing to have the Berean or Bible Communism sent 
by mail, and to have the postage prepaid, may send 
nine postage stamps for the first, and one for the 
last, in addition to the regular price, and they will 
be forwarded according to their directions. It would 
probably be better to send such bulky articles as 


or by private conveyance. 





ASSOCIATED 


COMMUNITIES, 
at 
Newark, N. J. 
Wallingford, Ct. 
Cambridge, Vt. 


A COMMON INTEREST 


Oneida, N. Y. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Putney, Vt 


HAVING IN ALL THINGS, 


Business Cards of the Communities. 


HE ONEIDA COMMUNITY HAVE ON HAND 
for sale, the following productions of their 
Gardens, Mill, and Work-shops, viz: 


NURSERY FRUIT TREES, 
Consisting of— 

APPLES, the most approved varieties. 
PEARS, do. (Standards & Dwarfs.) 
CHERRIES, 
PLUMS, 
PEACHES, 
Isabella Grape Vines, 


Choice varieties. 
&e., &e. 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS, 
Of the following varieties :--Burr’s New Pine, Large 
Early Scarlet, and Hovey’s Seedling. 
Also, Myatt’s Victoria PIE PLANTS. 
GOOD WHEAT FLOUR, 


Usually on hand at the THE FLOURING MILL, 
in barrels and sacks; also Buckwneat Fiour, in 
sacks—Inptan Meat, Freep, &c. 


RUSTIC FURNITURE, 


Consisting of Rustic Chairs and Seats, of various 
kinds ; Tables, Stands, and Flower Vases; Frames 
for vines, creepers, &c.; besides a variety of other 
Garden Furniture. 

STEEL TRAPS, 


Of various sizes and descriptions, 


Raspberries, 


IF Orders for any of the above articles, ad- 
dressed to Jonathan Burt, Oneida, N. Y., will be 
promptly attended to, 


I® The PRINTING OFFICE of the Commu- 
nity is in condition to receive orders for ordinary 
kinds of Job Printing. 

HE PUTNEY COMMUNITY HAVE USUALLY 

on hand and for sale at their Grist-Mill, 
EXCELLENT FLOUR, 

recently manufactured from new wheat, at the Com- 
munity Mills, Oneida, N.Y. Also, 


CORN, RYE, AND OATS, 

at the usual prices. 

Tuer Mixx has recently been put in good repair, 
and is now doing the regular business of an ordinary 
Grist-mill, with satisfaction and dispatch. Corn in 
the ear crushed and ground at the usual rates. 
BAKER & HALL, Millers. 





Community Machine-Shop. 





WILLIAM R. INSLEE & €0., 


if not prepaid, itis a cent and a half 


the files of past Volumes of our papers, by express, | 


Wanted for The Cireular, 
Well written articles on all subjects of interest, in- 
cluding Personal Confessions of Christ, and Faith 
Experience; Discussions of Communism and Practi- 
cal Reform; General Correspondence, and Reports of 
News, &c. &c. By writing for The Circular, its 
friends will realize its highest value—making it an 
occasion of improvement both ways, in giving and 
receiving. Let it be a Communiry Parer—an organ 
;of the true-hearted every where—growing up in 
| power and edification, with their growth in God. 





What Ought to be Done. 


1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
| instrumentality. 
| 2. The press is, at this day, the most command- 
| ing instrumentality of instruction. Therefore reli- 
gion ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit 
yut on the press. 
| 93. Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universal in its operation. 
Religion ought therefore to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the weekly press is more effective than 
book-making, and for the same reason. Religion 
ought therefore to ascend from the pulpit to the 
sanctum of the Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and fmends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are preparing to institute a Daily 
Religious Press. 

ar we a 
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The Power that breaks Partitions. 

All know with what ‘odium generis humani,’ 
with what spiritual self-conceit, the Jews ab- 
horred all Gentiles ; with what pride of culture 
and with what contempt the Greeks and Romans 
looked down upon barbarians. By the power of 
the Holy Ghost these insurmountable partition- 
walls were demolished as by a thunder-bolt. 
What had never before entered into the heart 
of man—-that Jews and Gentiles should meet 
as brethren, without the Gentiles passing through 
the door of circumcision and the whole ceremo- 
nial law,—was through faith actually accom- 
plished in Paul’s churches, at a time when the 
Roman cagle was mercilessly treading under 
foot the hardened Jewish nation and laying its 
sacred things in dust and ashes. 

Antiquity had not the remotest idea of a 
universal religion, which by the fellowship of 
faith and love should annihilate the greatest 
distances of time and space, and bind all the 
nations of the earth together in ove family of 
God. This colossal idea Christianity revealed, 
and in the apostolic age began mightily to carry 
out ; not obliterating national distinctions, but 
recognizing and indulging nations in their 
rights; yet, at the same time, truly drawing 
them together ina higher unity. The same 
brotherly love, which bound together the mem- 
bers of single communities, also united the va- 
rious communities in one organism, forming the 
mystical body of the Redeemer, and presenting 
a spiritual temple of wonderful symmetry and 
beauty. Nor is this unity limited merely to 
the inward, invisible life. Besides unity of 
spirit, Paul explicitly requires also unity of 
body, as the necessary fruit and evidence of 
the former. It must be admitted, to be cure, 
that this unity did not perfectly appear; that 
it was variously disturbed by the after-workings 
of the Jewish and Graeco-Roman national 
characters, and still more by Pharisaical and 
afterwards by Gnostic heretics. Yet it con- 
stantly tended towards perfect manifestation 








des, with the one Kingdom in the Heavens. 


Resurrection of the Spirit, abolishing Sin and 
Selfishness. 


Resurrection of the Body, overcoming Disease, 
renewing Youth, and abolishing Death. 


Community of Property of all kinds, with In- 
Spiration for distribution. 


Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 


A Daily Press, divorced from Mammon, and 
devoted to God. 





The reader will find further information about 
the Religion and Socialism of The Circular in the 
ensuing Advertisements of Publications, and of the 


Religious topics of interest; Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, The Second Coming, Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con. 
densation of Life, &c. &c.,—treated strictly according to Bible 
evidence, but developing many new and interesting conclu- 
sions, differing widely from those of the old Theology. Al 
who wish to understand Biste Communism—its constitutional 
basis, and prospects of success—should acquaint themselves 
with the contents of this book. 


The Circular; Complete Files of Vol. 1, 
(Weekly,) $1,00; and of Vol. 2, (Semi- 
Weekly,) $2,00. 


The Perfectionist; (Bound:;) Vols. 1, 2, 
and 3: and Tne Wirness, Vol. 2. Price 
$1,00 per Volume. 


Salvation from Sin, Explained and Defen- 
ded. By J. H. Noyes. Price, 6 1-4 cts. 





Associated Communities at Oneida, Newark, &c. 


Annual Reports, (Second and Third,) of the 


MACHINISTS, 
Hedenberg Buildings, Newark, N. J. 








W. R. TI. & Co., manufacture Printing Presses, (for copper- 
plate and letter-press printing.) Jeweler’s Tools, Machinists’ 
Lathes, &c. &c. ; and are prepared to execute orders for ma- 
chinery generally. 

WM. R. INSLEE. 


ABRAM C. SMITH. 





Central Business Agency. 


Grorce Cragin, General Agent for the Associated 
Communities, offers his services to others who may 
have business in New-York, which they are willing 
to intrust to him. His acquaintance in the city, and 


the experience and facilities of business which he 
has acquired by his agency for the Communities, en- 
ables him to buy and sell Goods, Produce, Land 
Warrants, &c., &c., safely and advantageously. Ad- 


in real life, and in spite of all hindrances was 
rapidly growing towards full manhood in Christ. 
(Eph. 2: 21. 4: 13.)—Schaff. 





ANNEXATION OF Canapa.—Beating swords 
into plow-shares was a striking and forcible fig- 
ure In its day, but compare it with the fact 
stated in an extract from a Western paper to 
the effect that ‘ Bennett, Marshall and Co., of 
Pittsburgh, have bought a quantity of large 
iron cannons in Canada, which they will con- 
vert into railroad iron. The cannon were used 
against the United States throughout the war 
of 1812, and, it is said, made sad havoe among 
our troops at Malden and Lundy’s Lane.’— 
Ponder the significance of this fact, and then 
consider how long it is likely to be, after the 
boundary between them is but a seratch on a 
rail on the suspension-bridge over the Niagara 
River, across which trains freighted with citi- 
zens of both governments shall cross a dozen 








Onerpa Assocration. Price 12 1-2 cts. 


dress ‘Georee Cragin, Box No. 6, Brooklyn, N. Y.’ 


times a day, before the people of the two coun- 
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be reconverted into cannon, by obliterating the 
political divisions, and taking down the two flags 
that now float at opposite ends of the bridge, to 
replace them by another with an extra star on 
its field. The precise occasion and the mode 
in which this consummation will be reached are 
not now apparent, but it is none the less cer- 
tain because neither party is at present dis- 
posed to take any steps w:th a view of hasten- 
ing it.—FDorace Greeley. 
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The American Bible Society. 
. 
We have before us, the thirty-seventh Annual | 
Report of the American Bible Society, from which | 
we gather the following particulars respecting the | 
commencement, growth and prosperity of that! 





institution : 

This Society was founded in the year 1816. 
The first depository of Bibles was at a small room, | 
nine feet by twelve, in the lower part of New | 
York City. Next, alarger room,twenty feet square, 
was occupied; the agent at that time expressing 
his belief that he should yet see it filled with 
Bibles. In 1823, a new building was erected, 
expressly for the use of the Society, capable of 
containing 100,000 Bibles bound and arranged on 
shelves. ‘The issues of Bibles and Testaments the 
year they entered the new house, was 54,805 ; and 
the total issue for the preceding seven years, 
amounted to 268,179. In 1829, the demand for 
the Scriptures greatly increasing, the Society was 
obliged to erect another building. The yearly 
issue was then 200,000. In 1851, further enlarge- 
ment of their premises was made, which of late 
has been insuflicient to accommodate the increased 
amount of business which has accumulated. In 
1851, being much embarrassed for want of room, 
the site of the new Bible house was chosen after 
considerable difficulty in finding a suitable loca- 
tion. The spot selected for the purpose, is situa- 
ted on Astor place, within a stone’s throw of the 
Astor Library, the Mercantile Library, and the fn- 
ture Cooper Institute; the assemblage of which 
forms quite a literary center. The Society consider 
this location peculiarly adapted to the object they 
have in view, and recognize the hand of Proyi- 
dence in its choice. Says the Report: “Thrice 
has this site been appropriated to other and far 
different uses, and thrice have the arrangements 
signally failed of consummation. An overruling 
Providence scems to haye reserved it for its own 
present and higher purposes.” 

On the 29th of June, 1852, the corner-stone of 
the new building was laid; and on the first of 
May, 1853, it was ready for occupation. The edi- 
tice covers an entire block; and its four fronts 
measure respectively 252, 202, 198, and 77 feet in 


length. It is six stories in height, and its cost, 
inclusive of the ground, was $250,000. 700,000 
or 800,000 Bibles and Testaments have been print- 
ed annually, for the last few years, at a cost of be- 
tween $300,000 and $400,000; but in the new 
house, and with their improved facilities, they 
are confident that they can prepare copies to the 
extent of millions yearly, should so great a supply 
be needed. The-aggregate issue of books since 
the organization of the Society, is 9,088,352. ‘The 
number of auxiliary Societies is something over 
2.800. 

Much discussion has been held respecting the 
character and tendency of this institution. Con- 
siderable opposition was at first experienced—the 
practicability of uniting Christians of various de- 
nominations in a work of this kind, was doubted 
—it was a period of war; and friendly intercourse 
among nations was nearly cut off. Yet amid all 
these unfavorable circumstances, there were lead- 
ing men of differént denominations, who by a 
common love for the Bible, were drawn towards 
each other, and desired more and more to unite in 
its distribution. The Community-clement thus 
introduced, proved highly favorable to the success 
of the enterprise. We are pleased to see that the 
Managers recognize the hand of God in the signal 
prosperity which has attended their labors; and 
we cannot conclude better than by inserting their 
tribute of thankfulness : 

Such have been the repeatedand marked fa- 
yours of Divine Providence in connexion with 
this House, that the Managers would fail in 
their duty did they not to-day call upon their 
own hearts, and call upon all men who love 
the Bible or our country, to praise and mag- 
nify the name of the Lord. His _providential 
hand has been visible at every step, and should 
be remembered with perpetual gratitude by all. 
No one who understands what the Bible is and 








| bilities as to its distribution. 


tries will take security that the rails shall never| does, can look on what has here been accom- | from the pulpit by a leading man in the ministry, 


plished the last twelve months, as any common 
achievement. These massive walls are not 
reared merely for this, but for coming genera- 
tions—no early occasion for enlargement, as in 
former years, can well be conceived of. From 
this favoured spot, is to go forth, day by day, 
and year by year, not the words which men’s 
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth—words declared to be quick and pow- 


erful, and which, wherever sent, are not to re- | 


turn void. They are to go annually to all the 


cities and villages, to all States, and nearly | 


all counties of our wide domain, and to many 
destitute nations beyond our borders. With 


these enlarged facilities for the preparation of 


the Bible, there must arise weighty responsi- 
The Managers 
feel that they are now called upon to do all 
that in them lies, to give a new and onward 
movement to the sacred work in which they are 
engaged, 

eee 

Thos. K. Beecher on a ‘ Free Press.’ 

The following is a sketchof Rev. Thomas K. 
Beecher’s discourse on ‘The Newspaper,’ briefly al- 
luded to in ourlast No. We donot pretend to give 
the speaker’s own words, but our sketch is a suf- 
ficiently accurate representation of his principal 
ideas :— 

The discourse was arranged under three gen- 
eral divisions, intended to show, first, the ex- 
tent and influence of the press, especially the 
daily press, and the manner in which it operates 
to form the opinions of men; secondly, the prin- 
ciples that should govern persons in selecting news- 
papers ; and thirdly, what constitutes a really 
Christian newspaper; or in other words, giving his 
ideal of such a paper. The forenoon was taken 
up with an amplification of the first two points, 
and the evening with the discussion of the last, 
which was the most important and interesting 
part of the discourse. 

The speaker, repeatedly declared the newspaper- 
system to be the greatest enterprise of the day: 
and showed very clearly the secret ways in 
which newspapers operate to form men’s opin- 
ions. If editors should undertake to force ideas 
upon their readers ina direct and arbitrary way, it 


would provoke resistance and rejection; but if 


they secure the public sympathy, they will be 
constantly insinuating ideas into men’s minds; 
and these ideas will certainly take root and 
form the basis of future action. This was the 
secret of their tremendous power. In this way, 
he said, men often got ideas and opinions from 
newspapers, which they really thought were their 
own, and which they would even have rejected 
had they been presented to them directiy and 
openly at first. 

In giving his ideal of a Christian newspaper,— 
which, by the way, he said he had no more hope 
of seeing realized than he had of seeing a really 
Christian church organized, at least for a number 
of years,—he took occasion to say that all news- 
papers that were the organs of some reformatory 
movement or benevolent enterprise, such as the 
American Messenger, Missionary Herald, and 
scores of others of like character, though they 
advocate things excellent in themselves, are not 
Christian newspapers. Any one of four papers 
that he might mention had more influence than 
all these papers put together. Neither were such 
papers as the New York Observer, or New York 
Recorder, Christian papers, as they were the 
organs of amere sect. Noone expected te find 
in them much information that ought to be given 
by them, because it would conflict with the inter- 
ests of their particular denominations. The 
Christian church, as its founder was, should be 
‘the boldest, the most forward, and the most un- 
tiring of progressives.’ So it should be with the 
Christian newspaper. It should be courageous, 
not fearing to utter the severest and most radical 
truths, when called for; honorable, treating all 
with justice, candor, and liberality, and not 
ashamed to correct any mistakes or false reports 
that it might unwittingly give circulation to; it 
should give the news of the day, and cover all 
the interests of life, that are fit to be attended to, 
as well as every field of philanthropy and Christ- 
ian effort ; and above all, it should be rrer.— 
Imagine, said he, such a sheet as The New York 
Tribune, for instance, sustained by living Christ- 
ians, not dead funds, and circulating 200,000 
copies every day gratuitously! The world has 
neyer seen any thing that equaled it, since Christ 
gave himself for the salvation of iankind. 

We were much interested in the discourse, not 
because the ideas were new to us, for,as our read- 
ers know, we have advocated them for years, and 
are putting them into practice as fast as we have 
the means, but because they were boldly uttered 


jand afford cheering evidence that the idea of a 
Free Reticious Dairy Press is at work in the 
public mind. A. 





The Latest News, 


Selected and compiled for the Circular from all sources to the 
hour of publication. 





SYMPATHY MONEY. 
| The sums of money contributed by New York and 





other cities for rewarding the rescuers of the pas- 
|sengers of the San Francisco, is said to amount to 
| $84,470. The Boston merchants have given a 
|splendid testimonial to the officers in the form of 
| silver plate, and to Capt. Creighton a salver with 
this inscription on it :—Be of good cheer: Iwill 
not desert you ;--the words, it will be recollected, 
that were signaled by Capt. C. to the sufferers on 
the wreck. He is about returning, we understand, 
to Europe, with a cargo of bread-stuffs, and several 
passengers who have engaged berths in the ‘ Three 
Bells.’ 


THE ITALIANS AND MONS. BEDINI. 

The Italian Refugees in this vicinity have issued 

a manifesto signed by 77 names, denouncing Bedini, 

the Pope’s Nuncio, as the responsible author of the 

military executions and other barbarities which the 

Italian patriots suffered at Bologna, on the suppres- 

sion of the Revolution in 1848. On Tuesday his 

Grace was burnt in effigy by a party of Germans in 
Boston. 


THE NEBRASKA EXCITEMENT. 

Congress and the Country are now in the midst 
of another grand crisis on the slavery question.— 
The agitation is likely to be fiercer than ever, and 
the discontent both North and South more bitter.— 
The issue now presented, ison the question whether 
slavery shall be allowed to extend itself into the 
new territory of Nebraska. This territory lies be- 
tween the parallels of 40 and 43 degrees, west of 
Iowa, and inthe same range with New York and 
Pennsylvania. Senator Douglas of Illinois opened 
the question by introducing a billin Congress for 
the organization of the territory, together with an 
adjoining one under the name of Kansas, in which 
it is provided that there shall be no restrictions en 
the subject of slavery, or in other words that the 
old rule of the Missouri Compromise, limiting sla- 
very below acertain latitude, (86 deg. 30 min.) 
shall be considered henceforth annulled, thus giv- 
ing toslavery the privilege of establishing itself 
wherever in the new countries of the West the peo- 
ple will tolerate it. The ground on which Senator 
Douglas bases this novel invasion of the time hon- 
ored doctrines of the Missouri Compromise, is, that 
the ‘Compromise’ of 1850 superseded the former 
one, and established the principle of self-govern- 
ment, i. e. of leaving the question of slavery or no 
slavery wholly to the choice of the people in any 
new state, independent of the interference of Con- 
gress or restrictions based on geographical lines. 

This proposal is of course adapted to stir up ev- 
ery thing new and old on the subject of slavery, 
and to make a new jobfor the Union savers. Sen- 
ators Chase and Sumner, with other free soil mem- 
bers, immediately on the presentation of Douglas’s 
bill sounded the alarm, and issued an appeal to 
the country. The North begins to respond in its 
popular assemblies. The Legislature of Rhode Is- 
land, has passed and forwarded resolutions instruct- 
ing their representatives in Congress, to oppose the 
bill. On Monday, a large meeting of all parties 
convened in New York, to protest against its adop- 
tion, and to reaffirm the permanence of the Missouri 
Compromise. The tides of feeling are evidently ris- 
ing, both North and South, and as spectators from 
another kingdom, we shall hold ourselves in readi- 
ness to watch and report the progress of events. 

AMERICANS ABROAD. 

Mr. J. C. Richmond, an American, (signing him- 
self however, a Presbyter of the anglo-Catholie 
church, which we do not exactly comprehend,) com- 
plains that while traveling lately in Hungary, he 
was arrested, searched, imprisoned, and otherwise 
maltreated by Austrian officials. He writes to the 
President for redress, reminding him of the declar- 
ation in his inaugural address, that his government 
would make ‘‘the rights of an American citizen 
reverenced throughout the world.” 

Mr, Sandford, Secretary of Legation and acting 
American Minister at Paris, appears at the Court 
Balls, alone of all the crowd, in plain citizens’ cos- 
tume. The clothes question appears to be one of 
the most important points wherein American de- 
mocracy impinges at the present time, on the fash- 
ions of European court etiquette. [We perceive, 
by the way, that our old friend Mr. Boyle, of New 
York, has reverted to the ancient costume of bree- 
ches and long hose, with knee buckles, &c.,—a fact 
which may have some bearing on the clothes ques- 
tion,] 

FIRE AT QUEBEC, 

A telegraphic despatch to the New York Associa- 
ted Press states that the Parliament House and 
buildings at Quebec were burnt on Tuesday morning 
last, with most of their contents. 

ERIE APFAIRS, 
Governor Bigler has at last visited the scene of 








difficulty, and counseled the citizens to obedience, 


assuring them that their rights shall be protected. 
The obstruction to the mail, in consequence of the 
Erie difficulty, was yesterday the subject of debate 
in Congress. 





Table Cheer. 


The Times of Tuesday has an article on hot 
drinks—the taste for which, it says, prevails in 
every clime, along the banks of the Amazon as 
well as in the ice huts of Spitzbergen. Where- 
ever meals are eaten, there a drink of ‘some- 
thing warm’ is the indispensable complement. In 
Central America, in Spain and Italy, chocolate is 
the favorite. Among the northern nations and in 
Eastern Asia, the tea of China is most enjoyed. 
Coffee is the choice beverage of all those coun. 
tries where Mahomet is worshipped. Coffee is 
also the king in this country. His subjects in the 
United States, says this article, are to the devotees 
of green tea, in all its aliases, as twotoone. The 
coflee drank by Jonathan the past year, cost fif- 
teen and a half millions of dollars—the tea eight 
and a quarter millions. Chocolate and cocoa are 
gaining in favor here. Take the world through, 
however, the Chinese herb leads all the rest, as it 
is estimated that one half of the human race use 
itasatable drink. The author of the article, 
though he says he has no doubt ‘the universal 
demand for something of that sort which we are 
told is answered by these several beverages, tea, 
coffee, cocoa, and chocolate, is created long enough 
after Nature turns the human stomach out into 
the world to take care of itself is evidently him- 
self no vegetarian or cold water disciple, but be- 
lievyes that these luxuries ‘pay by their inspira- 
tion for every cent they cost ;’ and he concludes 
that ‘natural or artificial, the taste for them is 
not likely to go ungratified at present.’ We con- 
sent to this demand for ‘inspiration, for ‘some- 
thing warm’ indeed, but the question is open at 
least to us, whether this thirst will not eventu- 
ally be allayed with a drink more etherial than 
any thing that is quaffed from cups. 





Letter-Readings. 


A correspondent in the region of Auburn, writes 
that A. J. Davis and some of his followers had a 
Spiritual Convention in that place recently, and 
that one of the female mediums took the Bible in 
her hands, and after tossing it a while from one 
hand to the other, threw it on the floor, and 
stamped on it, pronouncing it, ‘leather, ink and 
paper.’ If by that she meant that the book was 
only ‘leather, ink, and paper,’ she spoke falsely, 
for the binder would tell her that he used thread 
and paste in putting it together; and even after 
acknowledging this correction, she would be as far 
from telling the whole truth as before. The ex- 
travagance of her act suggests a remark :—The 
Bible has had to bear a great deal of reproof as 
the fountain-head of fanaticism, but it will appear 
at last that fanatics really get their wild-fire from 
spirits. The invisible world is the fountain-head 
of fanaticism. So faras the Bible turns men’s 
attention toward the invisible world, it introduces 
them to danger, but if it were accepted as a guide, 
it would put them in communication with the 
Spirit of truth, which is supremely a spirit of 
reason and order. The general history of fanatics 
would show that they became so by getting above 
the Bible—not by being its humble students. 

The idea of girdling bad habits, comes back to 
us in our correspondence as highly appreciated.— 
The Communes, particularly, are edified, as they 
have proved on a great scale, that habits which it 
would be very difficult to dispose of at once, may 
be effectually girdled by the confession of Christ, 
and then left to natural decay. Two or three 
gusts of free discussion have had astonishing 
effects on habits whose vitality had previously 
been withdrawn by steady, persistent faith in the 
doctrine that the old man is dead. The Journal- 
ist at Oneida, referring to a conversation on this 
subject, says :— 

“Several remarks were made by Mr. Thacker 
and others, describing the process of girdling— 
The month of June was said to be the proper 
season for the natural process, as at that time the 
sap commences its descent from the leaves and 
hmbs down the body of the tree, between the 
bark and the wood, for the nourishment of the 
roots. The space where the bark is taken off, 
intercepts the sap, and thus the roots are deprived 
of their vitality, and begin to decay. The leaves 
fall off as the season advances, and the tree is 
then dead, root and branch. If a tree is girdled 
in winter, it is longer dying, as, on the approach 
of spring, the sap commences its ascent through 
the wood of the tree; and the removal of the 
bark does not interfere with it, till its descent 










exte 
eous 
ily 1 
if tl] 
be o 
can 
be it 
[ lo 
wou 
it an 
thro 
ean | 
use 7 
a chi 
who 
er’s. 


H 








cted. 
f the 
ebate 


1 hot 
ils int 
m as 
here- 
ome- 

In 
ite is 
nd in 
oyed. 
oun. 
ee is 
n the 


otees 


st fif- 
eight 


ough, 
as it 
2 use 
ticle, 
ersal 
> are 
tea 
ough 
into 
him- 
t be- 
pira- 
udes 
m is 
con- 
ome- 
om at 
ntu- 
than 


rites 
ad a 
and 
le in 
one 
and 
and 
was 
sely, 
read 
after 
s far 
) OX- 
‘The 
f as 
pear 
rom 
read 
en’s 
uces 
lide, 
the 
t of 
tics 
ove 








THE CIRCULAR. 






163 























after the tree has leaved out. Mr. M. said that 
he frequently saw wheat-fields in Michigan, with 
tall, stately trees standing here and there amid 
the grain, but leafless and lifeless; they were 
girdled, and waiting for some rude blast to hurl 
them to the ground.” 


A traveling friend relates a conversation that 
he had in the cars with a gentleman from the 
Capital of British Guiana—a Scotchman by birth, 
but for the last thirty years a resident in South 
America. The gentleman gave an interesting ac- 
count of the abolition of Slavery in Guiana by the 


British Government in 1838. 

“He said the inhabitants suffered severely on 
account of the great depreciation of the value of 
property. Estates worth $100,000 before the 
emancipation, were sold for $50,000, and some 
even as low as $20,000. The consequence was 
that many of their wealthiest citizens were entire- 
ly ruined. For himself, he had to work hard ten 
years (after he should have retired from business ) 
to make up his losses. ‘But I thanked God, 
said he, ‘that [ was not so badly off as many oth- 
ers, and went to work heartily again.’ ‘How did 
the slaves behave, I inquired, ‘after they were 
liberated ?’ He replied, *‘They behaved well, much 
better than any body anticipated. They have not 
made the least disturbance, though a large major- 
ity of the population are blacks. Some of them 
are idle and lazy, as is natural in such a country, 
but many of them have been industrious and have 
made their fortunes........Guiana has some 
natural advantages over Louisiana, and most other 
countries where the sugar-cane is cultivated.— 
There, they have to plant the sugar-cane only once 
in seven years, and in some instances only once in 
twenty years; while in most other countries it 
has to be planted every year. This is owing to its 
climate and the fertility of the soil.’ 

“The gentleman regretted that he did not settle 
in the United States, instead of South America. 
He said—‘After making a fortune there, it is no 
place for a home ; and one becomes tvo old to 
move into another country, adopt different habits, 
and make new friends, &c. If 1 had moved to the 
U. States, | should now have a home. He had 
but one child—a son of twelve years old—which 
he was educating in England; and his wife was 
there to take care of him. I was interested in 
this remark ; and [ thought the same was true of 
all who gave their first atlention lo making money. 
After they have made their fortunes, they do not 
find that home which they have pictured in their 
imaginations ; they find no home which satisties 
the heart. He regretted that he did not invest 
his interests in the U. States: but 1 think there 
are more who will regret that they did not invest 
their interests in the kingdom of heaven, where 
they will secure an elernal home.” 





In a letter from Mr. D of Drummondville, 
we find an item relating to that interesting vicini- 
ty, which we will quote: 

“Jan. 27.—An ice bridge has been formed 
across the Niagara river at the ferry, so that there 
is free passage now for any one that has a mind to 
pay a visit to Yankee land. Accordingly, wishing 
to find myself afoot where generally one is obliged 
to be in a boat, (which, by the way, is a peculiar 
sensation,) I accompanied my boys across to the 
other side. The aspect of the large mass of ice, 
(some 49 or 50 feet deep, in and out of the water,) 
especially when you are midway between the banks 
of the river, reminds you of the description of the 
boreal regions—on a small scale, at least. It is 
romantic indeed. Numbers are taking advantage 
of ‘no pay’ and are crossing over, and not a little 
smuggling is carried on at such times: in respect 
to this last, however, I object to being ‘count- 
ed in?” 

A lady in Connecticut, who has been a sufferer 
from a neryous complaint for many years, writes 
an earnest, truthful letter, expressing her resigna- 
tion to the will of God for any length of time, 
but an unwillingness to give place to the devil, 
and a desire that the resurrection power might 
be applied to her case. She is particularly sensi- 
tive to noise, unable to endure any fatigue, &ec. 
At the close of the letter, she says: 

“J feel no interest only for the truth and its 
extension, to put down the enemy of all right- 
eousness, and fa!l in with the efforts of God’s fam- 
ily who are in the heavens, earth and hades ; and 
if there is a spot, be it ever so small, where [ can 


be of any service, [am thankful for it; and if] | which the Brazil-nut grows ? 
from the market yesterday something resembling 


cannot, to any outward view, I hope I may never 
be in the way of others, for it is the great whole | ; 
[ look at. In fact, my own individual concerns | 
it any business of mine what God calls me to pass 
through, only that he may be glorified. 
can get any thing out of me that will be of any 


achild-hke spirit, which is baptized into Christ, | ; 
who came not to do his own will, but the Fath-| ; 


3q 99 . . 
er’s. their box again. 


fire, but they do not take the necessary 
steps to stop its coming ; they do not go 
to the post-office, and see that word is 
sent directly to the publisher to have it 
discontinued. 


the same size and form, but more rough and knotty, 
would merge in the general good, and not consider | and on cutting a hole where the stem was appa- 
rently inserted, it disclosed nicely packed inside 
If he | fifteen of these triangular nuts. They were in 
a circle and doye-tailed together with such com- 
use to him, that is the thing, and that will satisfy | pactness that it would require a great deal of 





the subject of some conversation, and perhaps the 
desire she expresses for ‘the good of the whole’ 
may be promoted by reporting a part of it in this 
connection—the whole being already reported to 
her: 

REMARKS, 


Mrs. —— has long imagined herself 
against the things which dis- 
tress her, and this established habit of 
thinking is the receptive element in her 
which subjects her to their mercy. ‘To 
him that esteemeth any thing to be un- 
clean, to him it is unclean ;’ and whoever 
esteems the power of any outward evil to 
be almighty, to him it is almighty. Her 
imagination is fixed, that noise and other 


powerless 


disturbances have power over her; she 
finds it impossible to imagine otherwise, 
und so break up the susceptibility. * * 

I suppose in regard to the works of the 
devil, that there is a regular way to deal 
with them. We are living under the or- 
derly government of God, where evil is 
not almighty, but is controlled by good; 
and if we can find out in what ways God 
controls evil in our behalf, we can reduce 
its treatment to a system, which will be 
both simple and effectual. 

Suppose that I have been taking a cer- 
tain paper, and do not want it any longer 
—I have become sick of it. There is a 
regular way to stop its coming to me, 
Living under a civilized government, 
there are two or three ways in which I 
van cause it to be discontinued. I can 
notify the postmaster to stop it, as one 
way; or I can send a paper back myself, 
with the request to have it discontinued. 
I must pay arrearages of course, but I 
can stop the paper if I take proper meas- 
ures. On the other hand, if I am stupid 
and feeble-minded, and neglect to find 
out what to do, the paper will keep com- 
ing eternally. 

Now this imagination that is upon 
Mrs. , and little 
disturbances are serious evils, is a paper 
that the devil sends her. She began to 
take it years and yearsago, She has been 
taking it ever since she was a child, and 
she don’t know how to stop it. But there 
is certainly a regular way under God’s 
government to stop that paper, and she 
can find out how to do it. We may as- 
sume that Christ is our postmaster, and 
she can tell him that she does not want 
that paper, and he will send on notice to 
the devil to discontinue—drop her name. 
Then, again, she can send back the paper 
herself. The Bible gives a sure rule in 
this matter—‘ Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you.’ That is as much as 
to say—Give him legal notice to discon- 
tinue, and he will stop his paper. The 
mischief with persons often is, they hate 
the paper, and perhaps throw it in the 


that all noises 








A Curiosity in the Nut Kingdom. 


How many of our readers know the way in 
A friend brought 


v cocoa-nut shell—a wooden-looking ball of about 


ngenuity to rearrange them, after their order was 
listurbed. We tried in vain to crowd them into 
This wooden shell answers to 


eae 





&c., and the manner of packing has some analogy 
to that of the beech-nut. Looking in the Ency- 
clopedias and other books our library affords, we 
find no description answering to this nut, unless 
it is the following from Malte Brun’s Geography 
of Brazil: 

“The Lecythis ollaria grows in the woods of 


S. Joao Baptista, and reaches generally to the 
hight of a hundred feet; the branches on its 
summitare coveredin summer with rose-col- 
oured leaves, and white blossoms. Its nuts 
are as large asacannon ball; they are en- 
closed in a loose covering, from which the seeds 
fat] out, when the fruit is sufficiently ripe ; it 
is not always safe to remain in the woods during 


astorm, for on these occasions many of the 
nuts fall to the ground. The Indians are fond 
of the seed; they sometimes eat them raw, and 
when roasted they serve as a substitute for 
bread.” 


fVorticultural. 


[We have invited Mr. Tuacker to communicate, if 
possible, some of his gardening wisdom to the Cir- 
cular; and though he is more used by far to writing 
his ideas on the surface of nature than on a sheet 
for the printer, he has sent us the following as a be- 
ginning. Horticulture is included in our programme 
of Christian society, aad is an appropriate topic for 
our paper. It promises to be rich in i!ustrations 


for spiritual purposes. Where, for instance, could 


we find a better argument in favor of unsparing criti- 
cism and suppression of natural growth, than in the 
following description of the treatment of the vine 





during what must seem a long time to its rising 


say, it felt ‘awfully pinched.’] 
Propagation of the Grape=-Vine. 
BY HENRY THACKER. 

I have two modes of propagating the vine, viz., 
by layers and cuttings. Layers furnish the surest 
mode of obtaining large, well-rooted plants, the 
same autumn after they have been put down. For 
this purpose, about the middle of July I select 
thrifty, young shoots of the current year’s growth, 
near the lower part of the vine. I then dig a hole 
in the ground four or five inches deep, and a foot 
long, bring down the shoot into the hole, and fas- 
ten it down with a small peg, or hooked stick, 
and cover it up, and press the dirt well around it. 
Then drive a stake near by, and bend the end of 
Some- 
times I make a slanting cut on the under side of 


the vine upward, and tie it to the stake. 


the vine, at the point where I wish to have it 
strike root, but this is not always necessary, 
Nothing further is required, except to keep it tied 
to the stake, until September, when it should be 
stopped by pinching the end of the vine, to cause 
it tomature and ripen its wood. After growth 
has ceased in autumn, it is separated from the 
main vine, and removed to a place prepared for it 
to grow and bear fruit. 

Cuttings are less certain of success than layers, 
but more convenient, and admit of more rapid mul- 
tiplication. My mode of putting down cuttings is 
this: I take a section of the vine with two joints, 
cut it smoothly off to the lower joint, and plant 
it sloping, in a rich and somewhat moist piece of 
ground, with the upper joint and eye just above 
the surface ; if well done, the greater part will 
grow and make good plants the second year. 
Transplanting and after-treatment.—In the 
first place it is all-important to prepare a good 
border to receive the plants, by making the soil 
rich to the depth of two feet, with well rotted 
A border and trellis 





manure, muck, ashes, &e. 
running north and south is the best, for the reason, 

thatit gets the sun on both sidesalike. The border 

being ready, the plants are set in and cut back to | 
within two eyes of their base. These two eyes 
will produce shoots; and when they have made 
a growth of two or three inches, the weaker one 
is rubbed off and the stronger one trained up. 
It is allowed to grow on until September, when 
its bud is pinched to mature and strengthen it. 
All side-shoots that appear during the summer, 
are pinched off, as well as any suckers that may 
appear about the root. 

Second year. If the shoot of last year made a 
good growth of 8 or 10 feet, it may now be cut back 
to three eyes, and two canes trained up as before, 
and no fruit is allowed. 

Third year. We have now two strong canes 
on which we commence the frame-work of the 
vine. Each of these are cut back at the winter 
pruning to within three or four feet of its base, 
and laid in and fastened to the horizontal bar of 
the trellis. From these horizontal arms from ty, 0 








Her letter being read in the family here, was 


the burr of the chestnut, the shuck of the walnut, 





to four shoots are trained up, according to the 








strength of the vine, from two to three feet apart, 
and all intermediate buds destroyed—one being 
left at the end of each, to continue the prolonga- 
tion in a horizontal direction. These are again 
stopped in September, as before. 





THE FOURTH YEAR. 


Fourth year. Each of last year’s shoots is cut 
back to within four or five feet of its base. he 
horizontals should be cut closer, in order to ob- 
tain another strong, upright shoot. The upright 
canes may be allowed to bear a moderate crop this 
year. The above cut is a representation of the 
appearance of the vine after its fourth pruning. 

Oneida Community, January, 1854. 





—We see it stated that about 900 bushels of 


.| dead letters are received at the Washington Post 


Office every quarter, or 3,600 during the year, 
most of which are unpaid. 





Analects. 


.... Stoop low enough to ask wisdom of God, 
and you will find a way out of all difficulties. 

....Seek first meekness, humility and grati- 
tude, and all other things, both external and in- 
ternal, shall be added unto you. 


..-- Confess the truth by word and deed; em- 
body it as much as possible in practical. expres- 


ue ~ 4 iia ) Sion; continually throw it out, like an anchor; into 
ambition? If it could speak, we imagine it would | the circumstances around you. 


.. If yowwould be good and happy, set good- 
thinking busily to work, to overcome evil-think- 
ing; start a spirit of thankfulness, by refreshing 
your minds with the image of God’s goodness, 


...-It isa maxim among business men, that 
the more independently and responsibly a subor- 
dinate can be left to act, the more yaluable his 
services are likely to be, because, in that case, the 
business has the benefit of his mind as well as his 
fingers. — Home Journal. 


..-. We think God is.near us when we are in 
the sunshine of his approbation; but he is also 
near us when we are passing through the process 
of judgment and crucifixion. We may indeed 
consider that God draws. specially near to us in 
criticism; for he says, ‘Whom I love, I rebuke 
and chasten,’ 


...-1f instead of comparing ourselves with 
those we think happier than. ourselves, we compare 
ourselves with the lost—those who will have no. 
part in the book of life, or in the holy city—we 
shall find it easy tu be thankful; thankful that we 
are not vessels of wrath fitted for destraction, but 
vessels of mercy prepared for glory, 


.... Christ is the fairest of the children of men, 
the actual embodiment of the highest ideal of the 
imagination, the complete harmony of spirit and 
nature, of soul and body, of thought and form, of 
heaven and earth, of God and man; and the an- 
thems of eternity can never éxhaust his praise.—- 
Schaff. 

.... Tribulation and persecutions are for the 
church what they are for the individual Christian. 
only a powerful refining fire,in whieh she is to be 
eradually purged from all her dross; till, at last, 
adorned as a bride at the side of her heavenly 
spouse, upon the renovated earth, she shall cele- 
brate the resurrection morn as her last and most 
glorious pentecost.—Ib. 

..-- Isolated happiness is like the melody of 
music, feeble and tasteless as compared with the 
music of union, the blissful, concord of hearts; so 
that if we desire the highest gratification of our 
individual tastes, we should seek to acquire the art 
of producing exquisite harmony in every variety 
of combination with others: in other words, we 
should learn the art of * provoking te love.’ 

God in Favor of the Press. 

[ Reference was made in the article ‘Memoranda 
of the Press Revolution,’ published in the last 
Circular, to a Home-Talk on ‘Education and the 
Press,’ which was reported twoor three years ago 
in the Free Church Circular. On recurring to 
this Talk and reading it over, we find several 
extracts which seem to have a present interest 
and may be new to some of our readers. ] 

The devil hates education: he hates 
the press. Though for the present he 
can make some use of it for his own pur- 
poses, yet he hates the whole business of 
printing and reading—hates whatever 





leads people to pay attention to truth, 
and to become serious, reflective beings. 


i te 


* Christ, who knew the end 


from the beginning, and calculated the 
whole movement by which his kingdom 
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should come in, evidently intended that 
the main work should be done, after all, 
by printing. He communicated the truth 
at first, to a small handful only; but he 
calculated that after he was taken up, 
they would: put it ina permanent written 
shape, in which it would gradually circu- 
late; and that after the world became sufti- 
ciently advanced to receive and under- 
stand it, it would be printed as it is now, 
and so universally diffused. * 
I am bold to say, that wherever there is an 
obedient spirit towards Christ, there will 
be found an instinctive taste for reading, a 
friendship for the press. The press is the 


instrument of Christ’s power; and whoever | 


is in sympathy with him, and loyal to him, 
loves printing. 

“We cannot follow the spirit of God 

better, or with more certainty, than by 
wttaching ourselves loyally to writing, 
-retiding, and printing the truth. As we 
-may. say, God is before us, and has himself 
igd the way in thismatter. He was the first 
book-maker: the Bible is the oldest book 
of all. He was from Moses’ time down, 
performing mighty deeds from time to 
time, which he worked into a book, If 
it had not been for his painstaking in this 
respect, they would have passed away and 
been forgotten: the world would be no 
better than if they had never been done. 
So we may say, the mighty works done 
in the Jewish nation were for the pur- 
pose of making a book; and that book 
was graqually enlarged until the time of 
the Primitive church, when it was com- 
pleted; and the press has now copied 
and scattered it over the world. I see 
that God,has.gone into what we may call 
the publishing.or book trade, very exten- 
sively. There, isno book that has had 
such a circulation as his book, the Bible. 
{t is plain, that he is attached to that 
way of dealing with the world, and if we 
are loyal to him, we ska'l heartily coéper- 
ate with him in it. 

Anti-reading spirit lists make great 
account of certain passages in the first 
epistle of John. The apostle says, ‘Ye 
have an unction from the Holy One, and 
ye know all things’ ‘The anointing 
which ye have received of him abideth in 
you: and ye need not that any man teach 
you; but the same anointing teacheth 
you of all things, &c. I would sug- 
gest whether the true interpretation of 
these passages is hot a little different from 
what is often supposed. Immediately 
following his statement, that they had 
an unction from the Holy One whereby 
they knew all-things, John remarks, ‘I have 
not written unto you because ye know not 
the truth, but becouse ye know it, and that 
no lie is of the trwth;’ ie. because they 
had received the divine, all-knowing unc- 
tion just spoken of. What does this 
mean? If the apostle intended in these 
passages to arm them against all com- 
municated instruction, he was inconsis- 
tent in writing his epistle to them; and 
the special reason that he gives, was par- 
ticularly absurd. He writes tothem be- 
cause they know the truth, and have no 
need that any man teach them. With 
the antinomian view, this is made the 
great reason why he should not write to 
them, and why they should refuse to 
read. It is used as the grand argument 
against printing and the rational recep- 
tion of truth. But I believe it can be 
shown that John was rationul and consist- 


which he assigns, between his.epistle and 
their advanced spirituality. His mean- 
ing in the passage { take to be—as if he 
had said, “ I write these things unto you 
because ye have the Spirit, and all that is 
necessary is to present them in outline, and 
you will understand them of yourselves : 
you need no longer my personal instruc- 
tion: you have overcome the world and 





truth byevery channel.” He congratulates 


‘send them the deep truths of God, in 
| brief suggestive form ; and they will be 
received and digested in the Spirit, with- 
out his personal preaching. 

If this is the meaning of these passa- 
ges, then instead of being opposed to 
writing and printing, they are altogether 
in fayor of both. He evidently counted 
it great gain, when the church had got 
along so far that they did not need his 
personal supervision, but could get in- 
struction from reading. I think he 
means to convey the idea that they had 
reached a point where reading superseded 
the necessity of his personal presence. 
They were able.to dispense with the cler- 
gy. He evidently felt in this respect, 
that he had got them off his hands: 
they were like weaned children, Every 
person’s state must be considered in 
the matter ; there is no sweeping, gen- 
eral application of the doctrine to be 
made. Some persons need personal in- 
struction ; then beyond them are those 
who do not—for whom reading and re- 
flection will answer: and still beyond 
them, are those who are able to write for 
others. There are all degrees of illumin- 
ation ;-but evidently those addressed in 
John’s epistle were as far advanced as the 
second stage—were able to feed them- 
selves with the word, 

Education is obedience of the attention. 
This is true not only of worldly, but of 
spiritual education. In view of that fact, 
Ican see there is avast difference be- 
tween preaching and printing, and in fa- 
vor of printing. One can sit and hear 
preaching in a passive state; but in read- 
In listen- 
obedience of attention is not requi- 


ing, we must give attention. 
ing, 
red; and hence there may be no real dis- 
cipline in it; but we cannot sit down and 
read a discourse, without getting some 
education. 





Faith. 
Faith, as the main.instrument of our 
edification and salvation, should be a 
perpetual study with us. It would seem 
to be an inexhaustible theme, taking it 
from the very commencement of its ca- 


reer. Through this sublime element were 


himself and them on the fact that he can | 


propriety in the causative connection |had received, came through faith in the|break forth into singing, ye mountains, 


| Father. And he laid the greatest stress 
on eur being united with him, that we 
might share through him the treasures 
to which he had access. ‘No man com- 
‘eth unto the Father but by me’—that is, 
/no one could exercise faith in God except 
‘through him. They had to receive first 
‘the spirit of Christ, and then of course 
they would be imbued with the same 


‘the exertion of the Father’s power. 

‘Have faith in God,’ was Christ’s own 
‘simple and emphatic injunction to his 
‘disciples. And he then proceeds to 
say to them, that they might ask any 
‘thing, and they would obtain it, if they 
did not doubt—if they felt towards the 
Father as he did, having perfect  reli- 
ance on his readiness to grant any good 
thing. True, so great a boon as faith, 
must be the gift of God. Yet we can 
be stirred up to it by the example of our 
Lord, 
nizing his complete oneness with his Fa- 
ther. And for us to obtain the same 
footing, we have to receive first the Son; 
(‘as many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God;’) 
not a mere empty name, but substantial 


In him it was unalloyed; recog- 


life—rich consciousness. R. 8. D, 
Drummondville, Jan. 27, 1854. 
he <i — 


Songs of Prophecy. 

The signs of the times have led me to 
think much on the promises of God to 
his chosen people. Speaking by the 
mouth of the prophets, he says, They 
shall be gathered from the east, and the 
west, from the north, and the south ; out 
of every land and from all nations. They 
shall build houses, and inhabit them, 
plant vineyards, anddrink the wine of 
them, sow gardens, and eat the fruit of 
them, praising the name of the Lord.— 
The inhabitants shall not be sick, and 
death shall be destroyed. All sorrow and 
sighing shall be done away, and ali tears 
The lame shall 
leap as the hart, and the dumb sing for 
joy, and shout for gladness,of heart, In 
that day, saith God, I will rejoice over 
thee, as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the 


wiped from off all faces. 


bride, and deck thee with ornaments, as 
a bridegroom, and as a bride adorneth 
herself with her jewels. I will cause right- 
eousness and praise to spring forth before 
all the nations. Instead of thorns and 
thistles, shall come up the fir-tree and 
myrtle-tree, to beautify the place of my 
sanctuary. ‘'The Lamb shall with the leop- 
ard play, for naught shall harm in Zion’s 
way.’ 

These promises filled the prophets 
themselves with great joy, which expressed 
itself in language most poetical and sub- 





countless worlds brought into existence, 
to begin with: and withoyt it was sa 
any thing made that was made. It has 
ever constituted the sole channel whereby 
to draw upon the resources of the God- 
head. Hence we see the propriety of 
conceiving of faith as the mediym through 
which even the Son himself brought to 
bear upon original matter the creating 
power of the Father: according as it is 
said, ‘ Through faith we understand that 
the worlds were framed by the word of 
God.’—Thus we find that Christ dwelt 
on the necessity of this element in order 
for us to realize the good that is in God. 





ent in his position ; that there was great 





He showed plainly that all he himself 





lime. Isaiah breaks out in strains like 
these: ‘ The glory of Lebanon shall come 
unto thee, the fir-tree, the pine-tree, and 
the box together, to beautify the place of 
my sanctuary; and [ will make the piace 
of my feet glorious.” ‘The wilderness 
and the solitary place shall be glad for 
them; and the desert shall rejoice, and 
blossom as the rose. It shall blossom 
abundantly, and rejoice, even with joy and 
singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be 
given unto it, the excellency of Carmel 
and Sharon; they, shall see the glory of the 
Lord, and the excellency of our God.’— 
‘Sing, O ye heavens, for the Lord hath 
done it: shout, ye lower parts of the earth: 


O forest, and every tree therein; for the 

Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified 

himself in Israel.’ These are bright 

promises, to them that love the beauties 

of God’s creation. C. Ex.is. 
Oneida, Jan., 1854. 





From Schaff’s History of the Apostolic Church. 
Communism in the Primitive Church. 





The grand feature of the social life of 


*/ the wicked one, and the Spirit that is| confidence toward the Father that ren-| the first Christians was that mark of 
within you is ready to lead you into all) dered the Son so electrical a medium for | true discipleship, (Jno. 13: 35,) brotherly 


love, rooted in faith and gospel truth ; a 
communion of saints, founded on the unio 
mystica, or vital union with the Savior, 
and drawing thence daily and hourly nour- 
ishment. The Christians were conscious 
of being reconciled to God by the same 
blood, born again of the same seed, sanc- 
tified by the same Spirit, destined for 
the same end. They felt themselves to 
be members ot one body, children of one 
Father in heaven, partakers of one salva- 
tion, heirs of one blessedness ; in short, 
one holy family of God. Hence they 
mostly called themselves “ brethren,” and 
attested themselves such by the holy 
kiss, by acts,of mutual service, and by 
daily agape or love-feasts in connection 
with the Lord’s Supper. “ They contin- 
ued steadfastly,’ as Luke briefly and 
strikingly describes the social life of the 
primitive Christians, Acts 2: 42, ‘in the 
apostles’ doctrine, and-in fellowship, and 
in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” 
“The multitude of them that believed 
were of one heart and of one soul,” 4: 32, 
Of course this inward unity and equality 
of the Christians was not inconsistent 
with, but included, the greatest diversity 
of gifts and powers. They were, indeed, 
“one in Christ ;’ (Gal. 3: 28 ;) but the 
unity was such, that no one could accom- 
plish his destiny separate from the rest. 
They required and completed one another. 
There was in the whole body a perpetual 
vital action of giving and receiving. (Eph. 
4:16.) True, this fraternal harmony in 
the congregations was in many instances 
disturbed. In Corinth there were divis- 
ions and party strifes. In the churches 
to which James wrote, the rich indulged 
in heartless oppression.of the poor. In 
Rome the circumcised and uncircymcised 
had not yet become perfectly harmonized. 
And Ephesus soon lost the glow of its 
first love. But these disturbances were 
directly opposed to the spirit of Christ- 
ianity. They proceeded from the selfish- 
ness of nature as yet imperfectly subdued 
or reasserting its power, and from the 
corrupting influence of false teachers.— 
The apostles everywhere most emphati- 
cally concemn them. Among their exhor- 
tations, those to concord, to self-denying, 
forbearing-love, are peculiarly prominent. 

While the church was limited to one 
community in Jerusalem, ‘it went so far 
in the ardor of its first love, as to abolish 
even externally the distinction of rich 
and poor and establish a community of 
goods, after the pattern of the common 
treasury of Jesus and his disciples— 
Those who owned houses and estates 
sold their property, in literal fulfillment 
of Christ’s command, Lu. 12: 33. Matt. 
19: 21, and laid the proceeds at the 
feet of the apostles as the treasurers of 
the common fund. (Acts2: 45. 4: 34 
—37.) Luke commends particularly the 
selfdenial of the future companion of 
Paul, the Cyprian Levite, Joses, distin- 
guished for the gift of prophetic exhor- 
tation and consolation, (comp. 13: 1,) 
and hence honored with the surname, 
Barnabas. This community of goods, 
however, was not enforced by law, as in 
the sect of the Essenes, but left to the 
free will of individuals, to the inward im- 
pulse of love and beneficence. In this 
childlike economy of the primitive Chris- 
tian community we may see a prophetic 
anticipation, of the state of things in the 
perfected kingdom of God, where the 
civil distinction of poverty and wealth 








will entirely disappear, and all be kings 
and priests. 
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